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LLOYD STREET BRIDGE — CITY OF SWAN 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.13 am]: I wish to provide the house with an update on 
the Lloyd Street bridge, which is being delivered by Main Roads Western Australia as part of the broader Great Eastern 
Highway bypass interchange project. By way of background, I remind the house that Lloyd Street is a local government 
road under the care and control of the City of Swan. For more than 20 years, the council has been advocating to have 
this bridge constructed, as it will provide a new southern entry to Midland and improve access to St John of God Midland 
Public Hospital, the Curtin University campus and an emerging entertainment precinct. Modelling undertaken by the 
City of Swan also indicates that the project will reduce traffic volumes through Guildford by around 15 per cent. 
The council requested that the state deliver the bridge on its behalf, and we agreed to do that. When Main Roads 
agreed to take on delivery of this project, the bridge alignment was very much bedded down. The council had already 
completed construction of the northern and southern approaches for Lloyd Street around September 2020. The gap 
across the Helena River at that point is less than 500 metres. However, soon after taking over the project, it became 
apparent that there was quite strong opposition to the original proposal for the bridge and some significant design 
changes were made in response to feedback from traditional owners and local conservation groups. This included 
the incorporation of a continuous, single span to remove the requirement for supporting piers in proximity to the 
river channel; introduction of 1:6 batter slopes to maximise opportunities for replanting and revegetation; and 
modifications to the design of the embankments to introduce sections of gabion retaining wall to reduce the overall 
footprint and the clearing of remnant native trees. Inclusion of gabion retaining walls would allow approximately 
20 trees previously earmarked for clearing to be retained. 
Despite these changes, and all approvals that were in place, concerns were still being raised by stakeholders. More 
recently, traditional owners and conservation groups have proposed a new alignment for the bridge. The new proposal 
would move the bridge further west of the current alignment. The proposal is to have the bridge built at a narrower 
crossing of the Helena River, loosely following the footprint of the old Whiteman Road Bridge that was demolished in 
2002. This proposal has been put forward as part of the mediation process under section 10 of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act. The proposed realignment would be less imposing on the nearby environment. 
The state government is committed to exploring a mediated outcome that will address the concerns of traditional 
owners and other local groups while meeting road network connectivity requirements. The proposed new alignment 
will be a significant diversion from the original proposal; however, I am happy for us to entertain it and we will 
see how it may work. While we undertake these discussions, the project will be placed on hold, and discussions 
with the contractors are underway. 
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